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2012 ANNUAL VINTAGE SELECTION

Introduction

With our compliments, we enclose 12 GIMBLETT GRAVELS red wines, independently selected by Andrew Caillard MW, as being representative of the 2012 vintage.

This Selection is the fifth such release, following the 2008, 2009, 2010 and 2011 vintages, and serves to help you:

· gain a perspective as to where GIMBLETT GRAVELS wines stand in a given year;
· chart the evolution and progression of the wines from our unique terroir, still less than 35 years old.

The 2008 Annual Vintage Selection comprised 5 Blended reds (Bordeaux Varietals) and 7 Syrahs. The 2009 Annual Vintage Selection comprised 8 Blended reds and 4 Syrahs. The 2010 Annual Vintage Selection comprised 9 Blended reds and 3 Syrahs. The 2011 Annual Vintage Selection comprised 8 Blended reds and 4 Syrahs. The 2012 Annual Vintage Selection comprises 5 Blended reds and 7 Syrahs.
Your assessment of the 2012 vintage, and to the wines, would be greatly appreciated. Should you require any further information, please do not hesitate to contact either myself or the member contacts, listed below.

On behalf of the members of the Gimblett Gravels Winegrowers Association, thank you for your continued interest in and informed opinion on, the wines of the GIMBLETT GRAVELS WINE GROWING DISTRICT.
Kind regards

Gordon Russell
[image: image2.emf]
Chairman
Gimblett Gravels Winegrowers Association
E: gordonr@eskvalley.co.nz 
2012 Annual Vintage Selection Summary
	WINE

(in alphabetical order)
	RRP $NZ
	WINEMAKER
	CONTACT DETAILS

(for further information regarding individual wines, including availability and pricing in your domicile)

	BLENDED REDS (BORDEAUX VARIETALS)

	Alluviale Merlot Cabernet Sauvignon
	$33.00
	David Ramonteu and Kate Galloway
	Kate Galloway - kate@alluviale.com

	Babich The Patriarch
	$70.00
	Adam Hazeldine
	John Lang – john@babichwines.co.nz

	Babich Irongate
	$35.00
	Adam Hazeldine
	John Lang – john@babichwines.co.nz

	Unison Selection Cabernet Sauvignon Merlot

	$60.00
	Jenny Dobson and Philip Horn
	Philip Horn - info@unisonvineyard.co.nz

	Villa Maria Reserve Cabernet Sauvignon Merlot

	$49.99
	Nick Picone
	Jane Morrison - Janem@villamaria.co.nz

	SYRAH

	Craggy Range Gimblett Gravels Vineyard
	$31.95
	Matt Stafford
	Sophie Fischer - sophie.fischer@craggyrange.com 

	Mission Estate Reserve
	$29.00
	Paul Mooney
	Andy Crozier - andy@missionestate.co.nz

	Sacred Hill Deerstalkers 


	$59.95
	Tony Bish and Jenny Dobson
	Tony Bish – Tony.Bish@sacredhill.com

	Squawking Magpie Stoned Crow
	$39.95
	Jenny Dobson
	Gavin Yortt – gavin@squawkingmagpie.co.nz

	Trinity Hill Gimblett Gravels
	$35.00
	Warren Gibson
	Janine Bevage - janine@trinityhill.com

	Unison
	$52.00
	Jenny Dobson and Philip Horn
	Philip Horn - info@unisonvineyard.co.nz

	Villa Maria Reserve 
	$59.99
	Nick Picone
	Jane Morrison - janem@villamaria.co.nz


2012 Vintage Summary
SEASONAL CONDITIONS
Degree Days 2012 1242 LTA 1533
Rainfall 2010 615mm LTA 426mm
2012 provided a very long growing season that was challenging but also surprising. Characterized by a cool spring to start with, vines set small crops as the cooler weather extended through flowering. Even though spring was cool there were relatively few frost events which meant that vine growth progressed steadily into summer. 
The usual hot Hawke's Bay summer didn't eventuate, although it was fairly dry with cool to mild temperatures experienced across the region. As a result, the season was significantly delayed. Veraison occurred later than usual and harvest didn't commence until well into late March. 
With the uncustomary late start a lot of harvest decisions were based on fruit flavour as flavour peaked well before usual targeted sugar ripeness levels were achieved. With the onset of autumn rain small windows of opportunity were needed to be taken to get fruit into the winery in good condition.
Thankfully, a warm dry spell finally came after Easter which gave about 20 dry days through to the end of April. Fruit still on the vine had the opportunity to fully complete flavour development.
Merlot - the longer growing period created physiological ripeness but at lower sugar levels. Wines will show elegance and balance at slightly lower alcohol levels. 
Syrah - Syrah continues to impress with its versatility to our conditions. Very attractive flavours are showing with heightened florals and purity of fruit portrayed. Later harvested blocks produced some very ripe fruit. 
Cabernet Sauvignon - being such a late variety benefited from the late dry and warm spell in the latter part of April. This, along with the tiny crops, resulted in some very good quality Cabernet Sauvignon being harvested.  
In summary, the 2012 vintage has been a pleasant surprise, given the challenges of a longer, cooler, growing season and unsettled weather conditions around harvest.  The hallmark vibrant colours and flavour in all of the red varieties remains, along with good tannins, albeit a little lower than normal. We can look forward to more medium bodied wines enjoyable over the short to medium term.
2012 Annual Vintage Selection – Technical Data

	WINE

(in alphabetical order)
	TECHNICAL DATA

Varietal Composition
	Maturation
	Alcohol %

	BLENDED REDS (Bordeaux Varietals)

	Alluviale
	88% Merlot, 12% Cabernet Sauvignon 
	14 months in French oak (30% new)
	13.0%

	Babich The Patriarch
	56% Malbec, 44% Cabernet Sauvignon 
	13 months in French oak (40% new)
	12.5%

	Babich Irongate
	43% Cabernet Sauvignon, 42% Merlot, 15% Cabernet Franc
	14 months in French oak (35% new)
	13.5%

	Unison Selection Cabernet Sauvignon Merlot

	86% Cabernet Sauvignon, 14% Merlot
	20 months in French oak (33% new)
	13.0%

	Villa Maria Reserve Cabernet Sauvignon Merlot

	88% Cabernet Sauvignon, 12% Merlot
	18 months in French oak (48% new)
	13.0%

	SYRAH

	Craggy Range Gimblett Gravels Vineyard
	99% Syrah, 1% Viognier
	16 months in French oak (22% new)
	12.8%

	Mission Estate Reserve
	100% Syrah
	12 months in French oak (25% new)
	13.0%

	Sacred Hill Deerstalkers
	100% Syrah
	16 months in French oak (35% new)
	13.5%

	Squawking Magpie Stoned Crow
	100% Syrah
	18 months in French oak (30% new, 70% one year old)
	13.75%

	Trinity Hill Gimblett Gravels
	100% Syrah
	9 months in French oak 
	12.0%

	Unison
	100% Syrah
	18 months in French oak (35% new)
	13.5%

	Villa Maria Reserve
	100% Syrah
	17 months in French oak (50% new)
	13.0%


