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2011 ANNUAL VINTAGE SELECTION

Introduction

With our compliments, we enclose 12 GIMBLETT GRAVELS red wines, independently selected by Andrew Caillard MW, as being representative of the 2011 vintage.

This Selection is the fourth such release, following the 2008, 2009 and 2010 vintages, and serves to help you:

· gain a perspective as to where GIMBLETT GRAVELS wines stand in a given year;
· chart the evolution and progression of the wines from our unique terroir, still less than 35 years old.

The 2008 Annual Vintage Selection comprised 5 Blended reds (Bordeaux Varietals) and 7 Syrahs. The 2009 Annual Vintage Selection comprised 8 Blended reds and 4 Syrahs. The 2010 Annual Vintage Selection comprised 9 Blended reds and 3 Syrahs. The 2011 Annual Vintage Selection comprises 8 Blended reds and 4 Syrahs.
Your assessment of the 2011 vintage, and to the wines, would be greatly appreciated. Should you require any further information, please do not hesitate to contact either myself or the member contacts, listed below.

On behalf of the members of the Gimblett Gravels Winegrowers Association, thank you for your continued interest in and informed opinion on, the wines of the GIMBLETT GRAVELS.
Kind regards

Tony Bish
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Chairman
Gimblett Gravels Winegrowers Association
E: Tony.Bish@sacredhill.com
2011 Annual Vintage Selection Summary
	WINE

(in alphabetical order)
	RRP $NZ
	WINEMAKER
	CONTACT DETAILS

(for further information regarding individual wines, including availability and pricing in your domicile)

	BLENDED REDS (BORDEAUX VARIETALS)

	Babich The Patriarch
	$70.00
	Adam Hazeldine
	John Lang – john@babichwines.co.nz

	Craggy Range Te Kahu
	$27.95
	Matt Stafford
	Matt Stafford – matt.stafford@craggyrange.com

	Esk Valley Winemakers Reserve
	$59.99
	Gordon Russell
	Gordon Russell – gordonr@eskvalley.co.nz

	Mills Reef Elspeth
	$45.00
	Tim Preston
	Tim Preston – tim@millsreef.co.nz

	Newton Forrest Stony Corner
	$29.00
	John Forrest
	Bob Newton – newtonforrest@gimblettroad.co.nz

	Sacred Hill Brokenstone
	$49.95
	Tony Bish
	Tony Bish – Tony.Bish@sacredhill.com

	Sacred Hill Helmsman
	$84.95
	Tony Bish
	Tony Bish – Tony.Bish@sacredhill.com

	Trinity Hill The Gimblett
	$35.00
	Warren Gibson
	Michael Henley – michael@trinityhill.com

	SYRAH

	Squawking Magpie Stoned Crow 
	$39.95
	Gavin Yortt
	Gavin Yortt – gavin@squawkingmagpie.co.nz

	Vidal Legacy Series
	$70.00
	Hugh Crichton
	Hugh Crichton – hugh@vidal.co.nz

	Villa Maria Reserve
	$60.99
	Nick Picone
	Nick Picone – NickP@Villamaria.co.nz

	William Murdoch
	$34.95
	Hayden Penny
	Hayden Penny – hayden.penny@murdochwines.co.nz


2011 Vintage Summary
SEASONAL CONDITIONS
Degree Days 2011 1528 LTA 1533
Rainfall 2010 735mm LTA 426mm
In the 2011 season the heat summation was actually better in the summer months (Dec – Feb) than in 2007 and 2009 on the Gravels. It was the warmest summer since 2005.

December was warmer than normal and the warm weather continued through January until the 18th of the month when there was a 5 day period with rain. On the 24th of January it fined up again and there followed a very warm dry period of 14 days.

This was one of the hottest spells of weather experienced in Hawke's Bay that threatened to rival the heat of February 1998. Unfortunately the weather became cooler from mid February on. It was more in line with seasonable averages. There followed periods of rain through March and April to the harvest and beyond.

Because the Gravels are so well drained they coped well with the wetter than usual summer and autumn. The fruit really benefited from the warmth of January and February. The sugar levels in the fruit were lower than normal due to the wetter autumn but there are no signs of unripeness in the resultant wines.

The wines are expressing very pure and ripe berry aromas. The Merlot and Syrah have lower tannin than is usual. They are lighter in body but have a very nice freshness and acidity. The tannins are ripe. The Cabernets have more tannin and concentration and are surprisingly big. Again, the tannins seem ripe.

In summary, the vintage will produce soft, lighter styles that will be attractive sooner than in normal vintages. We may be surprised with the longevity of the wines. The tannin ripeness may prove to be their strength especially for the wines that came from fruit that better weathered the wetter periods.

2011 Annual Vintage Selection – Technical Data

	WINE
(in alphabetical order)
	TECHNICAL DATA
Varietal Composition
	Maturation
	Alcohol %

	BLENDED REDS (Bordeaux Varietals)

	Babich The Patriarch
	54% Cabernet Sauvignon, 32%  Merlot,  14% Malbec 
	15 months in French oak (40% new)
	13.0%

	Craggy Range Te Kahu
	70% Merlot, 13% Cabernet Sauvignon, 9% Malbec, 8% Cabernet Franc
	13 months in French oak (19% new)
	12.8%

	Esk Valley Winemakers Reserve
	Merlot 40%, Malbec 34%, Cabernet Sauvignon 26%
	16 months in French oak (50% new)
	14.0%

	Mills Reef Elspeth
	Cabernet Sauvignon 65%, Merlot 35%
	15 months in French oak (81% new)
	13.5%

	Newton Forrest Stony Corner
	Cabernet  Sauvignon 50%, Malbec 30% and Merlot 20%
	18 months in French oak 
	14.0%

	Sacred Hill Brokenstone
	Merlot 82%; Cabernet Sauvignon 8%; Syrah 7%; Malbec 3% 
	16 months in French oak (50% new)
	14.0%

	Sacred Hill Helmsman
	Cabernet Sauvignon 50%; Cabernet Franc 25%; Merlot 25%
	18 months in French oak (70% new)
	14.0%

	Trinity Hill The Gimblett
	Cabernet Sauvignon 33%, Merlot 27% Cabernet Franc 25%, Malbec 9%, Petit Verdot 6%
	10 months in French oak (30% new)
	12.8%

	SYRAH

	Squawking Magpie Stoned Crow
	91% Syrah 9% Malbec
	13 months in French oak (18% new)
	14.0%

	Vidal Legacy Series
	100% Syrah
	20 months in French oak (42% new)
	13.5%

	Villa Maria Reserve
	100% Syrah
	17 months in French oak (50% new)
	14.0%

	William Murdoch
	100% Syrah
	16 months in French oak (35% new)
	13.0%


